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I appreciate the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Schock) for recognizing me today.

  

 

  

I am here today to honor former Kansas Congresswoman Jan Meyers, a fiscal conservative and
a true public servant. Jan served in the House of Representatives from 1985 to 1997,
representing the communities around Kansas City. In 1995, she became the first woman
chairman of a House committee since 1976.

  

 

  

Before her election to Congress, she served on the Overland Park City Council and as a
senator in the Kansas State Legislature. While serving Kansans in the House of
Representatives, Jan was a consistent advocate for fiscal responsibility, an example that many
in Washington today could follow. Whether she was promoting legislation in the Small Business
Committee to protect small business owners or offering conservative solutions during the
debate over welfare reform, she always remembered that when Congress spent money, it was
the taxpayers' money, not the government's.
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She regularly voted to cut taxes so that Americans could keep more of what they earned and
worked to reduce the budget deficit and eliminate wasteful government spending. Kansas son
and American hero Bob Dole summed it up well when he said of Jan Meyers on the Senate
floor that she ``never stopped fighting to reduce the regulatory and tax burdens on America's
small businessmen and women.'' She was a true steward of the people's resources and worked
hard on their behalf.

  

 

  

Yet it was her caring and attentive nature that Kansans really remember. Although a
conservative Republican, Jan reached out to Kansans of every philosophy. She was sensitive to
the needs of Kansans and always quick to respond to their problems. Jan never forgot who she
worked for and always had time for the folks back home.

  

 

  

To me, Jan was more than an ideal public servant. She is also a friend. The manner in which
she met difficult circumstances with a smile gave me comfort on several occasions, and I value
her kindness and gentle spirit. While we recognize Jan today, it's also important to note the
recent loss of Jan's husband of 56 years, Dutch. Together, Jan and Dutch made a good team
and raised two wonderful children.

  

 

  

Our Nation needs more public servants like Jan Meyers, people that are good stewards of
taxpayer money and put service above self. Designating a post office in her hometown of
Overland Park in her name will remind Kansans of these characteristics and honor her legacy
for years to come. I thank Jan Meyers for a job well done and for a life well lived.
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I appreciate the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. Moore) for bringing this legislation to the floor.
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